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number of months to enter these papers, if appropriate. 
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Name: James A. LaVson 
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I hereby certify that this paperjs being transmitted by facsimile to the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office on the date shown below. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATFMT AXTp TRADEMARK nmr* 
Applicant: CENTER Examiner: 

Serial No.: 10521123 Group Art Unit: 3747 

Filed: September 19, 2005 Docket No.: 20068.0006USWO 

Titlc: CONNECTING ROD APPARATUS AND METHOD 



"fflEISSIJffialzEnuauu r \ 

I hereby e«mfy that this paper is being transmitted by fccjimilc to the and Trademark jr^^o^jul^ 28> 2006. 



INFORMATION DISCLOSUR E STATE MF.NT 



Mail Stop: AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 

With regard to the above-identified application, the items of information listed on 
the enclosed Form 1449 are brought to the attention of the Examiner. 

This statement should be considered because it is submitted before the mailing 
date of a first Office Action on-the-merits. Accordingly, no fee is due for consideration 
of the items listed on the enclosed Form 1449. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(2), a copy of each foreign document or 
other information listed on the enclosed Form 1449 is provided. Applicant notes that US 
6027784, US 5722036, US 4422348 and US 5799565 listed on the enclosed copy of the 
search report were previously cited in the Information Disclosure Statement filed on 
August 5, 2005. 



Certification Under 37 C. F.R. S1.97Ye>m 
In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §1. 704(d), the undersigned hereby certifies that 
each item listed on the enclosed Form 1449 was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart application, and that this communication was not received 
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by any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. §1. 56(c) more than thirty (30) days prior to the 



filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 

No representation is made that a reference is "prior art" within the meaning of 35 
U.S.C. §§ 102 and 103 and Applicants reserve the right, pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 or 
otherwise, to establish that the reference^) are not "prior art." Moreover, Applicants do 
not represent that a reference has been thoroughly reviewed or that any relevance of any 
portion of a reference is intended. 

Consideration of the item s listed is respectfully requested. Pursuant to the 
provisions of M.P.E.P. 609, it is requested thai the Examiner return a copy of the attached 
Form 1449, marked as being considered and initialed by the Examiner, to the 
undersigned with the next official communication. 

Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account 
No. 50-3478. 



Respectfully submitted, 



LARSON, P.C. 
P.O. Box 2902 



HAMRE, SCHUMANN, MUELLER & 



Mjmu^1i| MN 55402-0902 




Dated: July 28. 2006 



■James A. Lafson 
Reg. No. 40,443 
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Date Mailed: 
FORM 1449 
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(Use several sheets if necessary) 



Docket Number 
20069.000fiUSWO 
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Search report for Great Britain application no. GB0609186.2. Date of search: 28 June 2006; T page 
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rATTJPT TRADEMARK OFTICS 




examiner /Marguerite Mcmahon/ (03/25/2009) | date considered I 


EXAMINER: Initial If refe 
and not considered. Inelu 


ence consldsred. whether or not citation Is In conformance with MPEP 809; c 
de copy of this form for next communication to the Applicant. 


raw line through citation if not In conformance 
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